sanity accompanied by criminal acts, for the want of which he is not unfrequently placed at disadvantage in a court of law.
A prisoner confined in one of our large prisons is so situated that he may be observed steadily and systematically, and the conditions under which he is placed, and their influence upon him, may be fully ascertained and accurately estimated. The evidence, therefore, which would be obtained regarding obscure mental affections under these circumstances might be expected to have peculiar value ; and in its bearing upon the legal doctrines of the responsibility of the insane, it would doubtless have great weight, removed as it would be from the refracting medium of the procedure of a court of law. No evidence probably would more certainly and quickly operate with both the public and the bar in inducing them to admit the justice of 
